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To the Honourable 
$ir Robert Howard. 


IIR, 


tao, tle es "ow a a> +, yd don WO AE IO 


Challenge the Performance of your Pro- 
miſe, *© That you will not take it ill, if 

* any Man ſhall offer Reaſons unclogg'd 

* with Paſhon againſt any thing you have 
«writ 3. and that if you cannot clearly anſwer 
«them you, will ſubmit, and acknowlegge = 
«your Error. Amongit ſome Papers ent- 
tled, Polemica Ghriftiana, publiſh'd before I | 
faw the Book entitled, A Twofold Vind:cats- 
oz, &c. there are ſome Refletions on your 
Hiftory of Religion, which, if I had known to 0 
have been yours, perhaps I mighc not have 0 
usd ſome of the Exprefrons which you will ”-— 
find in thoſe Refleftions : But whatever they - | 
are, GOD is my Witneſs, no [orarmate Paſ- 
fon, but a Fervent Lowe of the Truth, you 
oppoſe, prompted me to thoſe Conceptions, 
which I ps co declare by them. That 'Y 
prodigrous Huff of your Friend [hu] not dif 
A 3 COUrage "I 
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courage me from publiſhing ſome more of 


77 my Amimadverſions upon your Book. 


"* The Hiſtory of Religion is a Teſt upon 
* all its Readers : No Man can declare his 


* Diſlike of that Book, bur at the ſame time 
* be proclaims that he eſteems the Subſtance 
* of Religion to confiſt in that, which is leaſt 


* to be underſtood, thar he is all for Diſci- 


© pline. . GOD knows I am not for any other 
Diſcipline but what may conduce to the Glo- 


ry of GOD, and the Good of Men. Yet I 
malt declare to all the World that I diſlike 


your Book: In which, p. 43. I find theſe 


Words: © TI wiſh that among the moſt Re- 


.&& farmed Chriſtians theſe Methods of Prieſt- 


*craft were not ſo much, and violently pur- 


© ed; the Impoſitions to believe ang pro- 


* nor does Religion require it. Here 'you 


come out of your Hole, and plainly enough 


acknowledge that yon charge theGhurch of En- 


gland with PRIESTCRAFT, as well as the 

Ghurch of Rome. Does not Religion require 
that the Profeſſor of believing that JESUS 
CHRIST, the Saviour of the World, is the 
- true and eternal GOD, ſhould be the proxce- 
pal Term of Ghrift1an Gommunton ? If you ſhall 


be pleas'd to let us know what you mean by 


: unneceſſary , and even extravagant things, [ 


- truſt in GODI ſhall be able ro give you an 


Anſwer. -1 have formerly animadverted on 
theſe Words, p. 53. © A Man muſt be his 
"own Expoſitor , Miniſter, ' Bilbop , and 

TT "SIR 


—._ i , 


(s ) 


*Council- I ſhall now give you ſome of my 


Thoughts upon the Words following, © for 


« theſe will not hear his Puniſhment, he muſt 
* bear 1t himſelf. 

— JAxnſw. Therefore a Man ought not to be 
his own Expoſitor , Miniſter , Biſhop, and 


Council, becauſe if he be ſo,he ſhall bear the 
Puniſhment of D:ſobearence ro them, whom 


our bleſſed LORD, by his Apofle, com- 
mands him to obey, Heb. 13. 17. Obey them 


that hawve the Rule over you, and ſubmit your 


ſelwes, for they watch for your Souls, as they that 


»uſt grve Account, © Thoſe Powers and Au- 


* thorities, {ay you, given to others, was the 
«© Cauſe of making and multiplying Creeds, 
<« 2nd Rules of Faith, which ever were mo- 
& deli'd according to the preſent Intereſts and 
« Animoſities of prevailing Parties. Here 
you revile all Gouncils, and conſequently cuc 
off your ſelf from the Body of the »:f81s 
Ghurch of CHRIST. Tis evident that he 
cannot be a true Member of che Church of 
England that contemns the foar firſt general 
Gouncils, or any one of them. To fay thaf 
the Greeds, or Forms of ſound Words, which 


were made by the Councils of MICE and. 
 GONSTANTINOPLE ( the two other 


Councils, :z+ £ph. and Ghalc, made none ) 
were not Modelled accoratng to Goaltreſs 
( Ker EvaiCnzr ) but according to the preſent In- 
tereſts and Animoſities of prevailing Parrees, is, 
I chink, the greateſt Slander, that any Gentle- 
man profeſſing himſelf ro be a Member of 
the Ciurch of A was ever guilty of, 

= NOT 


Mie ta 


+ #-7te : 


Op 
however provok'd by any 1ztereft or Animo(i- 
ty. 1 pray GOD to give you true Repen- 
rance. P. 96. © Tis not reaſonable, ſay you, 
©* to believe that GOD who knows our Infir- 
* Mities, will puniſh Error 5 which is no Sin, 
cf becauſe it comes not from che Will and In- 
_ tention + One Man may be weaker than an- 
* other, and 40th may miſtake more or leſs, 
. according to the difference of their Capaci- 
"ties; bur neither of them is thereby guilty, 
** becauſe the Miſtakes and Opinions proceed 
* from their Innocence, which is to ſay their 
* Weakneſs and Ignorance. This Conceit of 
yours is grofly erroneous, that Error comes not 
from the Will, TI grantthar Neſczerce, or the 
not knowing of any thing, which comes not 
from theW:{ is no Sin: But I afſert that all 
Error comes from the W:1!, being a falſe or 
etrregular Judgment, an Aſſent to that which & 
le or a Diſſent from that which ts true. *Tis 
not only- poſhble, bur our abſolute Duty. to 
SUSPEND ow 7:dgment, where we have 


no Evidence of the. Truth or Falſehood of 


any Propoſztron. * Tis wiſely obſerv'd by the 
Stocks, that © 'ris agreeable to Nature, chat 
© is, tO right Reaſon, that we ſhould ſuſpend 


_ © our Judgment concerning any thing, of 


* which we have no Evidence,Þp1#.1i6.3.cap.3. 
Tliguxs Tan vyn TH dAnS6i2T1Euny, Tegs TI vibe 
e viueiv,Tegs 73 dJvaey kat Paale *Every ( rational ) 
« Soul acting according to her Nature aſſencs 
*to that which is true, diflents from that 
* which is falſe, ſuſpends her Judgment. in 


 *Macters of which the has no Evidence or 


© Certainty 


(79 - 


* Certainty. All falſe Judgments. are ſelf- Cn 7 
Goncerts , which always - proceed from ſel nm 
w:ll, which is the Head Spring or Fountain of Y - 
all Iniquity. *I did not think to have taken  . 
* the Libeller to task, ſays your Friead, for KB 
* any other of his wild Talk aboat Myſtery, Y 
* becauſe all the common Miſtakes on that | 
* Topick are ſo manifeſtly diſcover by a ve- " 
* ry great Maſter, that I do not expect a 

« Man of Reputation will in haſt venture a 

* Defence againſt him. I do not pretend | 
| much ro Reputatron ; Iam willing to be made | 
as the Filth of the World, and the Off-ſcouring of © — 
all things. Bur I folemnly profels, by the 
Grace of GOD, to hold the MYSTERY of 
the Faith in a Jars Conſcience : And I ſhould 
defile my Conſcience with a very foul Se of 
Om7:Ji0n, it T ſhould nor publiſh my Anzmad- 
werfions upon that very wicked Book entitled 
Ghriſtianity not myſterious, TI Beleech the only I 
wiſe GOD to convince you of all your Er- = 4 
_ rors, and to lead you by his holy Spirit into 
_ all Trath, and to give you all things which he 
knows to be beſt for you, oy 


Tour Ser% ant 


A 4 Ani- 


--. Upon a BOOK Eantituled, 


Chriſtanity not Myſterious. 


"Eaſon, ſays this Author, may be de- 
_L'C © find, that Faculty of the Soul, 
* which diſcovers the Certainty of any thing 
* Cubious .or obſcure, by comparing it with 
« ſomething evidently known. 

Hafw. Fhisis no Defigition of Reaſox, but 
an inadequate Deſcription of the Humare In- 
telleft ' cr Underſtanding. ESSENTIAL 
REASON IS INFINITE WISDOM or 
KNOWLEDGE abſolutely perfe&t of Be- 
Ingabſolutely iofinice. Being abſolutely IN- 
FINITE" communicating it ſelf to the Hu- 
an Hnderftanaing, produces that Conception 
which we call the JDEA OF GOD. This : 
is REASON PARTICIPATED by all Ra- 
r:oxal Creatures. The Humane Intelle& or 
Underſtanding is that Power or Faculty of 
the Scul of Man, by which he is capable of 
apprehending or perceivirg that there is 4 

ET” Being 


| C6: 


(9) . 
= 
Being abſolutely infinite, that is, GOD; and = 7 
that all Finite Beings, Natures, or Eſfences,  - 
and all zatural Metions or Operations are de- = _ 
riv'd from him. The 7ztelle& is commonly _ 
call'd Reaſox. The Ground of which Appel- | 
lation is this, that. every A of the Intelle& ( 
or Knderftanding, lo far as it is not deprav'd ; 
or perverted by the W:ll, is nothing elſe bur L 
the Perception of ESSENTIAL REASON AF 
init ſelf, or in its Effects. | 2 
 P.23, 24, © No Ghriftian T know of now 
_ © expreſly ſays Reaſor and the Goſpel are con- Mo 
*trary to one another : Bur, which returns 
ro the ſame, very many affirm, that tho ' 
* the Doctrines of the latter cannot in them- | 
** ſelves be contradictory to the Principles of 
© the former, as proceeding both from GOD, 
** yet that according to our Conceptions of 
** them, they may ſeem dire&ly to claſh - 
_** And that tho we cannot reconcile them by [ 
* reaſon of our corrupt and limited Under- 
* ſtandings; yet that from the Authority of 2 
* Divine Revelation, we are bound to believe : 
* and acquieſce in them ; or, as the Fathers | 
.* taught 'em to ſpeak, to adore what we can- 20 
i 720t comprehend. | = 3 
| Anſw. We do not ſay that Reaſon and the 
Goſpel do exer ſeem to claſh, or to contradict | 
one another, bur only to thoſe Men, who by 
che Perverſeneſs of their Wl, averting it — - 
ſelf from the Diwzize Goodneſs, avert their 
Underſtanding from the Truth of that Do- > 
Ctrine which is deſtruive to all their Lufs 
or Inclinations ariting from the falſe Appearance 


oy — 


Fe) 
of Good, Vre fay indeed that the Fathers 
bave raughrtus, according co the Holy Screp- 
tures, that we muſt adore what we cannot 
comprehend, He that performs any true and 
acceptabie Worſhip to Almighty GOD, does 
moſt htnbly and heartily acknowledge that 
the Obj=& of his Worſhip has all the Excel- 
 lency and Perfection that he can apprehend or 
conceive, as fignifted by theſe Words, Pow- 
er, Wiſaom, Goodneſs, &c. And that it 1s 
infinitely more excellent and glorious than 
can ever be any way apprehended or concei- 
ved by Men or Angels. *Tis evident thar 
though we Rnow GOD in ſome meaſure, be 
ioficicely tranſcends the Comprehenſion of 
our Reaſo: or Hnderftanding. But ſays our 
Adverſary, p.78- **to comprehend in all 
* corre&t Authors, is nothing elſe but to 
_ Axſs, Comprehenſion is Knowledge, buc 
all Knowledge is nor Comprehenſion : Com- 
prehehſion is that Knowledge which extends 
. foall that can be known of the OsjeF. 

P: 88. © As for GOD, we Comprehend 
*nothing betrer than his Attributes. We - 
*know not, tis true the Nature of that eter- 
* nal Subjet, or Eſſence wherein Infinite 
«® Goodneſs, Love, Knowledge, Power and 
* Wiſdom coexiſt ; but we are not better ac- 
« quainted with the rea! Eſſence of any of his 
& Creatures. : 

Here'ris manifeſt that this Man's moſt prodi- 
tous Self-conceit and AﬀeRation of SINGU- 
LARITY averts his Unarrſtanaine from a 


, 


cue 


—_ 
due Reflexion upon the true IDEA OF 
GOD in his own Soul, and in the Souls of all 


_ eaſily diſcern this Truth, that the feveral di- 


vine Attributes are ſeveral Significations or 


Manifeſtations of the one Being abſolutely 
Infinite and incomprehenſible. They are nor 
in GOD, or the Divine Eſſence, as Accrdents 
ina SubjeF, To talk of the Nature of an Ef. 
ſence is an Abſurdity, which, I think, no 
Scholar was ever guilty of, but the Author 


_ of this moſt impious Level againſt the Holy 


Gathel:ick Church. There cannot be a more 


Notorious Contradition than to ſay we 
COMPREHEND INFINITE Gooazeſs, 


Lowe, &c. We grant that every Pious 
Man is better acquainted with the Devine 
Attributes than with the Properties of any 
Creature : But we know 'tis abſolutely im- 
poſſible for any Man or Angel to Gomprehend 
the Divine Effence ; and we know *tis not ſo 
impoſſible ro comprehend the Nature or EC 
ſence of any Creature: Therefore I think ic 


my Duty to proclaim to all che World my 


juſt Abhorrence and Deteſtation of the blind 
Boldneſs of this 7folezt Writer. ©I think, 
* ſays he, I may now warrantably conclude 
hat nothing is a Myſtery becauſe we know 


not its Effence, ſince it appears that it is © 


* neither knowable in it ſelf, nor ever 
* thought of by us: So that the divine Being 
© himſelf cannot, with more Reaſon, be ac- 
*counted #:yferious in this reſpect than the 
©* moſt contemptible of his Creatures. 

Arſw, 


Men, in the Contemplation whereof we may 


"BY 


Anſw. If the divine Being be truly and re: 
ally INFINITE, then there is infinite more 
Reaſon that this B-izg ſhould be accounted 

myſterious in this reſpect, that it paſeth Know. 
tage, or the utmoſt Capacity of our intel- 
leftive Faculty, than the moſt glorious of his 
Creatures. 4 

P. g1. © Such;Revelations of God in the 
«New Teſtament are call'd Myſteries not 
« from any preſent Inconceivableneſs or Ob- 
« ſceurity, but with reſpe& to what they were 
« before this Revelation, as that is called our 
« Task, which we long ſince perform'd. 

I ſhall here entrear the pious and learned 
Readet toemploy his Thoughts in the deepeſt 
Search after the true and genuine Senſe of 
theſe ſacred Words, 1 Tim. 3.9. © Holding 
«the MYSTERY of the Faith in a pure Con- 
<&< (cjience. 'Eyor]a; 73 MYETH'PION *© [ligews & 
« zafJepi Evynyges. The prencepal Object of 
Chrifttan Faith is the Perſon of JESUS 
CHRIST ; ſo that no Man can ever 4now 
arly thing contain d in the Holy Scriptures ( Ka- 

Gs SeiTvara, 1 Cor. 8. 2.) As he ought to 
know, but when his Apprehenſions of it have 

| Reference to the Love of CHRIST, which 

(though ic be known in ſome meaſure ) 

PASSETH KNOWLEDGE, .that is to 

ſay, is zzcomprehenſible, having no other 

Foundation than the INFINITY of the 4:- 
Tine Gooaneſs, Trarz ret oniebdvuony F 
ye Tauc ANATHY To Xe, Eph. 3.79, To have 
2 due Reference ro CHRIST in our Appre- 

- henfions of any Do&trine contain'd in the 


Hh 


(13) 


Holy Scriptures 1s to give a firm and immove- 


able Aſſent ro it, Kabus iv 'Axivoe i md 
IHEOT, As the Truth « in }ESHS, who be- 

ing GOD from everlaſting did in time, cake 
on him the Nature of Man to ſawe us from our 
S:zs, To be fav'd from all known Sin, fo 
that we would rather lay down our Liyes 
than hold the Truth in Harighteouſneſs, or 
knowingly and wilfully tranſgreſs the Law 
of our Maker, Redeemer and Sanitifyer, ts to 
heep a pure Gonſcrence. And he that keeps a 
pure Conſcience through CHRIST enabling 
him will eafily conceive thar this Expreſſion 


of St: Paul, "Exe 73 MYETH'PION © Ilizws o 


xa32eg Even 15 of the ſame Signification 
wich thoſe Words of St. Fohz, 1 Eprft. 5. 12, 

"Eyev 73y Tivy, © He thar hath ( or holdeth ) 
 * the SON, hath Life: And he that hath nor 


* rhe SON of God hath nor Life. If Feſw 


Chriſt, tbe everlaſting Yon of the Father, were 
not Reveald, he could not be the Obje@ of 
Our Faith - But the cleareſt Revelation we 
have of him does not make him ceaſe ro be a 


MYSTERY: Great & the MYSTERY of 


Godltneſs. GOD was manifeſt 1n the Fleſh,&c. 


The SON OF GOD is reveal'd, not only as 
the Object of our Kzowl:age, but alſo of our 
everlaſting Adwiration, Hw Name (hall be 
called WONDERFUL, Iarah g. 6. I hall 
endeavour to give the candid Reader a furcher 
11luſtration of this moſt important Truth, by 
making ſome Refle&tions upon ſome other 
Expreſſions of the bleſſed Apoftle, Rome. 16, 
25, 26, 27- © Now to him that is of Pow- 
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( 14) 
*er to eſtabliſh you according to my Goſpel, 
*and the preaching of Jeſus Chriſt ( accor- | 
* ding to _—_— of the MYSTERY, 
© which was kept ſecret ſince the World be- 
* gan, but now is made manifeſt, and by the 
« Scriptures of the Prophets according to the 
< Commandment of the everlaſting God 
** made known to all Nations for the Obedi- 
< ence of Faith ) to God only Wile be Glory 
Y hm Jeſas Chriſt, for ever, Amer. 
 Theholy Apoſtle calls the prezcipal Subjef 
of all his begging (vez, ) that JESUS 
CHRIST « the Pr 


opttiation for the Sins 
of the whole World) a MYSTERY both 
with reſpect to its having been kept ſecret, 
and with reſpe& to its preſent Manifeſt ation. 
Ifche Word Myfery ſignified nothing elſe, 
buta Matter kept ſecret, wiz. wholly ſecret or 
pndiſcover'd, then indeed the Matter being 
Reveal d, there would be no Myfery; Bur 
certainly if the word had no other Significati- 
on, bat. of a Matter kept ſecret, the Apoſtle 
would neyer have us'd this Expreſor, the 
Revelation of the Myſtery that was kept ſecret. 
Bac ſays our Adverfary, Yes : Even © 4s 
that may be calld our Task which we have long 
fence perform d. . 

Anſw. A Tack being a Work which we are 
enjoyn'd to perform, we may properly ſay, it 
w4s our Ta5k, but *twould be abſurd to fay that 
any Work is our Tack, which we have long ſince 
erform'da. *Tisevident therefore, that the 
bleſſed Apoſtle, by the word Myftery, wou'd 
have us co underitand that che privcipel _ 

_ ief 


(153. 

je& of all his preaching, viz. that JESUS 
CARIST #t the Propitiation for the Sens of the 
whole World , though now it be made 
known or declar'd to all Nations, till remains 
a Myſtery, being ſuch a wonderful Contri- 
vance and Effect of infinite Wiſdom and 
Power to reconcile infinite :za:Friwe Fuftice 
or Hatred of SIN. to infigite wand and Mer- 
cy in ringing SINNERS to true Repentance 
and eternal Life, that it paſerh Knowledge, 
e. ce, that it infinitely tranſcends the utmoſt 
Capacity of any finite Underſtanding, ſo that 
a pious Soul in the Contemplation thereof 
finds Matter of perpetual ADMIR ATION, 
Eph. 3.8, 9. © Unto me who am leſs than 
© the leaſt of all Saints, is this Grace given, 

* that I ſhould preach among the Gentiles 
 ©the UNSEARCHABLE RICHES of 
< Ghrift; and to make al! Men fee what is 
© the Fellowſhip of the MYSTERY. which 
* from the Beginning of the World hath been 
*hid in God, who created all things by Je- 

_ «(4s Chriſt. By the Rzches of Ghrif we are 
to underſtand the Abundance of his Excellens 
cies and PerfeCtions communicable to thoſe 
that OBEY him by FHirtze of his being the 
Propetiation for the Sins of the whole Worlg. 
The bleſled Apoſtle plainly ſhews that the 
Subject of his preaching is a MYSTERY in 
that he calls it the axſearchable Riches of Ghriſt 
(Toy AveZryviego! INafroy 7% Xers,) In the 
be. 45 he expreſly calls it a Myfery. 
The LORD grant that by the 1!lumi- 
nation of his boly Spir;t we may fo nh | 

LNGET 


WH] ... 

d that CHRISTIANITY i is MY- 
Us, z. e, thac the RICHES OF 
are UNSEARCHABLE, that 
2l Deſires of Knowledge may be 
, 25 to be -reſolv'd into this one 

"that we may know the Love of Ghrift, 
ſeth Kn A 'e, that we anay be. fill d 


the Fallneſrof GOD. 
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